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was not granted. Now Prajapati, the foster-mother of
the Blessed One, in the company of Yashodhara, and
many other women, went to the Tathagata entreating
him earnestly to let them take the vows and be or-
dained as disciples of Buddha.                                  1

And the Blessed One, seeing their zeal for the truth,
could no longer resist, and he accepted them as his
disciples..                                                                  ?

Prajapati was the first woman that became a dis-
ciple of Buddha and received the ordination as a bhik-
shuni.                                                                       s

XXXIV. THE BHIKSHUS' CONDUCT TOWARD WOMEN.

The bhikshus came to the Blessed One and asked
him :                                                                        *

"O Tathagata, our Lord and Master, what conduct
toward women do you prescribe to the shramanas who
have left the world? "                                                2

And the Blessed One said :                                  :J

"Guard against looking on a woman.                   4

"If you see a woman, let it be as though you saw
her not, and have no conversation with her.               f>

" If, after all, you must speak with her, let it be
with a pure heart, and think to yourself, ' I as a shra-
mana will live in this sinful world as the spotless leaf
of the lotus, unsoiled by the mud In which it grows.' G

" If the woman be old, regard her as your mother,
If young, as your sister, If very young, as your child.7

"The shram ana who looks at a woman as a woman,
or touches her as a woman has broken his vow and is
no longer a disciple of the Shakyamunl.                     8

" The power of lust Is great with men, and is to be